Child sexual abuse: comprehensive assessment in the pediatric health care setting.
Cases of child sexual abuse are being identified with increasing frequency in pediatric health care settings. Medical practitioners, however, often report being unprepared to offer the psychological and protective service assessments these cases require in addition to medical evaluation and treatment. An interdisciplinary model for sexual abuse assessments is described. Three components--emergency response, consultative services, and a specialty clinic--are outlined. Special problems which arise in the assessment of sexual abuse in the health care setting are discussed. These involve the role of medical evidence, stereotyping of sexual abuse victims, and impediments to child protection. The implications of the increasing demand for sexual abuse services for the training of new professionals are considered.